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different value. Our task now is to harmonize the two/' The
article goes on to declare expressly that all the moral principles
are suppressed in the land of the Soviets. "The nation,
patriotism, religion, property and even the family are treated
as artificial inventions of the capitalist world. For fifteen years
this view has been inculcated in all young Russians." But regard
for moral principles must now conform to the demands of
"political reason": this is the inevitable conclusion from the
Temps's arguments. What is meant by "political reason" is
clearly stated—"a guarantee of the territorial status quo.39 A letter
from Pierre Berland in Moscow published in the same issue of
the Temps expresses this as follows: "The evolution which
has taken place makes it possible to class the Soviet Union
among the states which are interested in the maintenance of
the present territorial status."
In other words, the Soviet Union has now, by the irony of
fate, become for France a bulwark for the preservation of the
Versailles Treaty: while Germany had hoped for ten years
to make use of the Soviet Union for the modification, indeed
the abolition, of this same Treaty. It ought to be quite clear
that the Soviet Government does not care about the main-
tenance or the abolition of the Versailles Treaty, but seeks
solely to exploit for its own purposes the conflict between the
European Great Powers. Just imagine it! the Soviet Union
is needed to remove the danger to the peace of Europe. Thus
Pierre Borland writes in the Temps (September 21,1933): "We
need the alliance with Russia in view of the danger to European
peace implicit in the Hitler regime, and it can be understood
that the advances of the Kremlin meet with a favourable
response in France and Poland," The present French view can
be summed up thus: France and the peace-loving Communists
will jointly preserve the Versailles system, and with it the
bourgeois order (democracy) in Europe, against all attacks of
the dictators and autocrats.
The reasons which induced Soviet Russia to conclude the

